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“ANNOUNCEMENTS. 


Through the kind offices of Mr. W. J. Harris, Chief Librarian 
of Islington, the next meeting of the L.A.A. will take place at the 
Islington Central Library, Holloway Road, N.7, on Wednesday, 
February 16th, at 7.30 p.m., when Councillor F. N. A. Hum- 
phreys, Chairman of the Libraries Committee, will preside. Mr. 
G. D. H. Cole, will address the members on “‘ Libraries and 
Adult Education.”’ 

The February meeting should prove of special interest to our 
members, as with Mr. Cole to address us, we are certain to have 
the subject presented from a new and not strictly professional 
point of view. Will members come willing to discuss the subject 
and prepared to meet criticism? There will be an opportunity 
of viewing the Library. 

Prior to the ordinary meeting, an informal meeting for the 
junior and younger members only will be held at 6.30 p.m. This 
meeting has been specially arranged by the Council to meet the 
desires expressed by several members at our January meeting, 
and it is hoped that those for whom it has been arranged will 
take sufficient advantage of this innovation to make the experi- 
ment successful and permanent. 


COUNCIL VACANCY. 


A vacancy on the Council,non-London side, has arisen owing 
to the resignation of Mr. J. E. Walker, upon his appointment as 
Librarian of the Fulham Libraries. This vacancy will be filled at 
the February General Meeting (Feb. 16th), and nominations 
should reach the Honorary Secretary, Public Library, Bancroft 
Road, Mile End, E.1., not later than Tuesday, February 15th. 


FARROW’S BANK. 


The most serious calamity that has befallen the L.A.A. since 
its inauguration is the financial loss it has sustained by Farrow’s 
Bank suspending payment. The sum involved is £44 16s. 2d. 
on Deposit Account, £23 10s. 1d. of which belongs to the 
Benevolent Fund, and £21 6s. 1d. to the International Committee. 

In common with the many sufferers through this disastrous 
failure, we are informed by the Press that it is impossible for 
the Official Receiver to pay more than 3/- in the pound from the 
realisable assets. It will be the duty of the Council seriously to 
consider the advisability of making an appeal to the members for 
voluntary contributions towards making good this loss. 
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EDITORIAL. 


An Error.—We regret to find that through an oversight the 
pagination of our January number was wrong. The issue should 
have been No. 12 of volume xv., and the pagination 93-104. Will 
readers accept our apologies for the error and alter their copies 
accordingly ? 


The Midland Branch. —It is gratifying to learn that our 
Midland Branch has now quite regained its pre-war activity, and 
has an interesting programme of meetings in operation. As will 
be seen from the list which appears on another page, we have the 
pleasure this month of welcoming twenty-seven new members 
through this Branch. 


Reconstruction.—It is the wish of the Council that readers 
should receive this early and preliminary announcement of the 
fact that a movement is on foot for making the L.A.A. an even 
greater and more virile force among library workers than was the 
case even in pre-war days. The Council at its last meeting 
appointed a Sub-Committee, consisting of the officers and Mr. 
A. E. Cummins, to consider the best means by which this end 
can be achieved. It is particularly desired that opportunities 
shall be afforded to provincial members for taking a more active 
part in the affairs of the Association than has yet been the case. 


PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS.* 
BY 
W. GEo. Fry, F.L.A., Manchester. 


It has been the custom in recent years to elect the President 
of this Branch from among its own members, following the precedent 
created by the parent Association, and, while I am conscious 
of, and fully appreciate, the honour you have done me this year, I 
have accepted it with some trepidation. 

In the first place, Messrs. Hindle and Ross have set a very 
high standard in the office, and then—as you will learn later—I 
still hold myself free to criticize some of the actions—and 
inactions—of the Council of our Association, hoping that by doing 








* Read at the Annual Meeting of the North Western Branch at the John 
Rylands Library, October 8th, 1920. 
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so I may be helping forward a little some projects, which I 
consider to be both desirable and beneficial. 


It is gratifying to be able to record a great increase in 
membership, but the office of President gathers responsibility on 
that account. This augmentation of our members has been 
brought about by the decision of the Liverpool and District 
Association of Assistant Librarians to affiliate, or more correctly, 
perhaps, to amalgamate with our Branch. We heartily welcome 
the co-operation of our Liverpool colleagues, and we anticipate 
great pleasure and much profit from the joint meetings which will 
now take place; moreover, we anticipate that the new session will 
be very successful, largely because of the impetus this amalga- 
mation will give towards our ideal of complete unity in the pro- 
fession. While rejoicing in Mr. Ross’s promotion, we regret that 
he is not here to-day to see the fruit of his work. 


The Liverpool Association will carry out its usual programme. 
It will still retain its own organisation, and will continue its classes 
and other activities. But it has realised the necessity of a broader 
outlook and the advantages to be derived from such a union and 
from co-operative effort. It has thus become part of a larger 
organisation, which has, as one of its aims, the welfare of assistant 
librarians, and which must appeal to any assistant whose outlook 
is broader than that whichis merely parochial. Therefore, we not 
only welcome very cordially the new members from Liverpool and 
district, but we appreciate the spirit of fellowship and the desire for 
unity which has been responsible for their decision to co-operate 
with us and to give additional influence to the Association generally 
and to our Branch in particular. We shall now, I[ believe, be the 
largest branch, and we must see that our point of view on matters 
of importance is expressed. The last Annual Report of the Associ- 
ation suggests that—“ It should not be beyond the powers of 
assistants to graft upon it (the L.A.A.) the functions of a society 
capable of voicing the collective aspirations of the whole body of 
assistants employed in the public and institutional libraries of the 
british Isles.” Our aim, precisely. But it cannot be attained until 
we have real representation on the Council. Country councillors 
are elected, but find it impossible, for financial reasons, to attend 
meetings, and the provincial point of view is seldom considered. 
Travelling expenses to some meetings at least should be defrayed 
from headquarters. 


We should strive, I think, as an Association for amalgamation 
with the Library Association. It should not be impossible 
to achieve this object if the L.A. would amend its constitution to 
incorporate the junior Association. All library workers ought to 
be organized in one body, and the assistant should have some 
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voice in its control and representation (both for London and the 
provinces) on its Council. 


As an illustration of the lack of cohesion in the profession I 
may say that I belong to three library associations each witha 
membership of over one hundred. In the meantime, however, a 
large and active branch is essential in this thickly populated area 
—Lancashire being only second to the County of J.ondon in the 
matter of population. We must do our utmost to get fair 
conditions of service in libraries within the area of our branch. 
With a strong and influential branch it might be possible toinfluence 
for good those library authorities who still continue to treat their 
staffs in a very mean and ungenerous manner. It is part of ourduty, 
if we are favoured—as in Manchester—with comparatively equit- 
able conditions of service, to support our members in less well- 
favouredtowns in theirendeavour to obtain fair recompense for their 
services. Moreover, we needa strong Branch, as I have previously 
indicated, to see that our interests are attended to at Headquarters; 
to see that our point of view as well as that of London is 
considered—some municipal library systems in the provinces are 
larger than any in London. We must endeavour to get effective 
representation. To-day is the first anniversary of the inauguration 
of the School of Librarianship at University College, London. 
In the Record for March there was a note to the effect that 
negotiations had already been opened and would be carried through 
in order that schools of librarianship might be founded at several 
universities, thus giving the provincial student an equal opportunity 
with his London fellow, but as far as I know the provincial schools 
are no nearer than they were in March, and I have not observed 
any great anxiety on the part of our London friends that they 
should be. We shall have to insist on an agitation for similar 
facilities to those obtaining in London. We havear organ which 
should reflect the national, not the London standpoint. 


That library schools are a necessity few will deny, but that a 
new diploma in librarianship was necessary receives little support 
and has aroused a great deal of animosity towards the school. 
It is manifestly unfair to the junior members of the profession 
who have had the word “ certificates ” dinned into their ears for a 
decade that the new school should issue an alternative diploma, 
which, in spite of its inferiority—representing as it does the ton 
of theory without the ounce of practice—is likely to carry more 
weight with library authorities (on account of the words “ London 
University ” on it) than that of the Library Association. At the 
Annual Meeting of the Library Association at Southport last year 
practically the whole of the delegates were opposed to the issue of 
this new diploma, yet it has been settled that there shall be one. 
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The Library Assistants’ Association have not protested, 
notwithstanding the fact that one prominent librarian suggests 
that those possessing L.A. certificates may as well tear them up. 
The reason isobvious. We havea good organ, well-edited, which 
ought to havea lead from a representative council. Therefore, the 
proposal to establish schools in the provinces must be kept well to 
the fore, and if London issues a diploma, then the Universities of 
Manchester and Liverpool and other cities must do the same to 
equalize matters a little. In the meantime, it would possibly be 
advisable to continue to study for the L.A. diploma and certificates, 
as the chances of library schools in provincial universities are 
exceedingly remote if the London School is not successful, which 
will not be seen until the demobilised service men who are receiving 
the Government maintenance grant, have completed their courses. 


Since the last Annual Meeting of the Branch the new Public 
Libraries Act has been placed on the Statute Book. I need not 
remind you of its provisions, but it is certainly unfortunate that 
just as we have obtained what has been termed our “ Charter of 
Liberty ’’ administrative costs should be so considerably advanced 
as almost to negative the benefits otherwise to be derived from the 
abolition of the ratelimit. Even with substantial advances in the 
amount of rate levied for library purposes, many libraries, owing 
to the great decrease in the purchasing power of the /, are finan- 
cially crippled. 

Some apprehension has been felt at the attempt on the part 
of some library committees to introduce what trade unionists refer 
toasdilution. All professional and labour unions bar the unskilled 
worker, but it is only by the tact and vigilance of our Council that 
we can combat the appointment of unqualified persons at compara- 
tively low salaries. On several occasions the Council—to its credit 
—has intervened, and the result in some cases, has been a revision 
of the salaries originally advertised, which were good on a pre-war 
basis, but would only attract the untrained in present conditions. 


One of the most satisfactory provisions of the new Act 
in the case of existing libraries, is that which allows present 
Libraries Committees to remain independent of the Education 
Committees; nevertheless, it is a pleasing fact and significant 
of the possibility of greater co-operation between librarians and the 
teaching profession, that the Right Hon. Herbert Lewis, Parlia- 
mentary Secretary of the Board of Education, should be the 
President of the Library Association this year. The right hon. 
gentleman gave an inspiring and sympathetic address to our 
Association recently, which I should advise all to read. 

There is a very important question on which we should give 
an opinion. Seeing that the L.A. and L.A.A. include assistants 
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from both municipal and non-municipal libraries it is a matter of 
some importance to those in the latter institutions as to whether 
the Library Association should turn over its correspondence 
classes, as is contemplated, to the National Association of Local 
Government Officers, generally known as the NALGO. If this 
were done the non-municipal assistants who might desire 
correspondence tuition would be excluded. 


It is to be deeply regretted that the War has robbed the 
Branch of two enthusiastic assistants from institutional libraries, 
Messrs. Oliver Sutton (of the Rylands) and Eric Peppiette (of the 
Liverpool University Library), who were both capable of voicing 
the opinions of their branch of the library service. We wish our 
Association to be as useful to our non-municipal colleagues as to 
the larger branch, and we have to remember that most of the 
latter are also members of the NALGO—a powerful body 
which has done much to improve conditions of municipal 
service, and, incidentally, of municipal library service; but our 
friends who do not work in municipal libraries have not this 
double advantage. It is therefore incumbent on us to give 
special consideration to their point of view. But while we 
recognize the great work of the NALGO for municipal officers, 
until our branch of the service occupies the position it deserves, 
we must give our support to the L.A.A., which is affiliated to the 
larger association. The greater the backing the L.A.A. has the 
greater will be its influence through the NALGO, for the good 
of the municipal library service, which in some towns is classed 
as a non-essential department; is, in fact, tolerated only on 
account of its silence. If we are to become strong, we must 
progress from the invertebrate condition—in fact, we must back 
our profession—and this will only be accomplisked by unity, and 
by advertising our own usefulness and the resources of our 
libraries. 





A few months ago, in an editorial in the Record, it’ was 
suggested that librarians should make better use of the newspaper 
press for advertising purposes, and more recently in the Times 
Literary Supplement there was a proposal that publishers 
should combine to finance a great advertising campaign, not of 
the publications of particular houses, but of the advantages of 
reading—“ Sapere aude : incipe,” as is inscribed on the walls of this 
magnificent building. What an opportunity for co-operation 
between librarians and publishers, not financially, of course. 
American publishers are going to spend $100,000 on a similar 
boosting of books and reading this year, and no doubt American 
librarians will co-operate. 























1}1 


Before concluding, I should like to emphasize the great advan- 
tage afforded by these meetings for visits to various libraries. 
The educational value is enormous. To-day we have seen some 
of the rarest examples of the book arts, and a building which is 
appropriately described as a fitting casket for the treasures it con- 
tains. It is not possible always to be privileged to visit suchrich and 
wonderful institutions as this, yet from the smallest and least 
efficient library there is usually some interesting feature worth 
noting. Apart from the spirit of camaraderie and fellowship 
engendered, these meetings should contribute to a_ broader 
outlook on the part of members. In a letter to the Honorary 
Secretary, which was read at last year’s Inaugural Meeting in 
London, the Minister of Education said:—“I hope that the 
L.A.A. will continue to aim at improving the professional 
qualifications of its members and providing them with those 
valuable facilities for exchanging views on matters of common 
interest and library technique which it has hitherto afforded.” 


In conclusion, let me express the hope that the subjects of 
my remarks have not been of too controversial a nature ; but let 
me also emphasize as strongly as possible my main theme— 
Unity. Can it be that, with our high ideals, we have yet to 
learn the practical aspect, already thoroughly assimilated by 
labour ? 





PROCEEDINGS. 


The January General Meeting was held at the Shoreditch Central Library 
on Wednesday, 19th January, by kind permission of the Borough Librarian, 
Mr. William C. Plant, who occupied the chair, and further contributed to 
the enjoyment of the evening by providing light refreshments, an act which 
was greatly appreciated by all who were present. There was a good atten- 
dance, including several chief librarians and the sub-librarian of Reading, 
who had purposely travelled from Reading to be present. A feature of the 
attendance was the large proportion of assistants who ‘have lately come to 
London from the provinces. Their keenness and enthusiasm was evidenced 
by the zest with which they entered into the discussion of ‘‘ The L.A.A. from 
the point of view of a provincial assistant,’' which was opened by short 
papers from Messrs. Richards, of Bethnal Green, late of Bournemouth, and 
Wilson, of Tottenham, late of Edinburgh. 


Mr. Richards criticised the present state of the L.A.A. as one which had 
some suspicion of dry rot, and one which had certainly not regained its pre- 
war activity. In criticizing the Association he wished to make it clear that 
he, with others, desired to see the L.A.A. marching to the realization of 
the great work before it, to help further the great ideals of librarianship. He 
regretted the fact that the junior assistants occupied such a smal! part in the 
Association's affairs, and were not catered for by the Council as they ought to 
be. He regarded the L.A.A. as the Association for the young men and the 











112 


young women, and did not think it right that the discussions should be 
monopolised by those whose proper province was the Library Association. 


He then went on to speak more specifically of the provincial assistant, 
who, by his geographical position, was almost completely out of touch with 
things and with the L.A.A. While recognising the impossibility of establish- 
ing branches in every district, he thought that some system of affiliated Staff 
Guilds might meet the difficulty, and bring assistants into touch with one 
another. 


Mr. Richards made an eloquent plea to those who were members of the 
Association to be active, so that the L.A.A. might become a real living factor 
in the library world. We did not want members who merely paid their 
subscriptions, and then, to all intents and purposes, forgot about the 
Association. He also advocated that, having established a live Assistants’ 
Association, every member who was eligible, should also join the Library 
Association, in order to instil into it a similar rejuvenation. 


Mr. Wilson then read his paper, in which he confessed that his 
experience of the L.A.A. only dated from last May, but even in so short a 
period he had become a whole-hearted supporter of the aims and objects of 
the Association, and had learned so much of its endeavours to improve the 
status of library assistants, that he was surprised that so many should still 
remain outside its ranks. 


He suggested that a national campaign should be instituted to bring 
into the Association every assistant in the country, by means of a competition 
between the Branches to see which could enrol the largest number of new 
members withina month. He thought, too, that a useful purpose could be 
served by sending out members of the Council to hold propaganda meetings 
in areas as yet practically unreached. 


Speaking of the attendances at the meetings, Mr. Wilson expressed his 
opinion that it was a matter for regret that the Association did not develop 
the social side of its work by means of whist drives, dances, concerts, and 
outings. 

He suggested that the Journal should be enlarged, that illustrations 
should be included, a correspondence column opened and similar improve- 
ments effected, and a Holiday Register instituted. 


There was a good discussion of both papers, in the course of which a 
number of useful suggestions were made, some of which it is not unlikely will 
be put on trial by the Council at an early date. In view of the announce- 
ment that appears elsewhere to the effect that the Council had already taken 
steps to see by what means the Association could be improved and made of 
the best possible service to assistants all over the country, the paper’s and the 
ensuing discussions were most opportune. The business concluded with 
the usual votes of thanks. 


MIDLAND BRANCH. 


The Sixth Annual Meeting of the Midland Branch was held ai 
Birmingham on December 2nd, 1920, and was attended by 30 members. 

During the afternoon the party were conducted through Aston Hall by 
Mr. R. K. Dent, late Chief Librarian of Aston Manor. Mr. Dent, one of 
the most famous of local historians, made the visit both instructive and 
interesting. A brief visit was also paid to Aston Church. The party were 
later entertained to tea by the kind invitation of Mr. H. M. Cashmore, the 
President of the Association. | 
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The evening meeting was held at the Reference Library, by kind 
permission of Mr. Walter Powell, Chief Librarian, Mr. H. M. Cashmore in 
the chair. The minutes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed. 

Eight nominations to membership were submitted and unanimously 
approved. The names are included in the list of new members published 
elsewhere in this number. The Honorary Secretary's report was submitted 
and approved. The total membership of the Branch was shown to consist 
of 34 members, 10 associates. 

The Honorary Treasurer submitted an audited balance-sheet to cover 
the period January, 1915—September 30, 1920, which was approved. The 
financial position is extremely satisfactory, the balance in hand totalling 
£4 12s. 94d. 

The election of officials and members of the committee resulted as 
follows :— 

Chairman... Mr. F. J. Patrick, F.L.A. Birmingham. 


Hon. Treasurer ,, M.C. Hunt. aa 
Hon. Secretary ,, L. Chubb. a 
Hon. Auditor o F.W.C. Pepper, F.L.A. ,, 


Committee: Mr. G. H. Bushnell (Birmingham University), Mr. H. M 
Cashmore, F.L.A. (Birmingham), Mr. H. Grindle, F.L.A. (Birmingham), 
Mr. J. Sidwell (Coventry), Miss M. E. Weston (Birmingham), Mr. H. Woodbine 
(Birmingham). 

Mr. Cashmore vacated the chair in favour of Mr. Patrick amidst 
applause. The Chairman expressed his deep interest in the welfare of the 
Branch, and referred to the necessity of its organisation to further the 
professional and social interests of all library assistants. 


Mr. R. K. Dent then gave a paper, ‘‘ Early days in the Birmingham 
Public Libraries, 1866-1877, being personal recollections.’’ Mr. Dent's 
paper was delightfully interesting and breezy. Underlying all the recollec- 
tions of long hours and tedious toil under disheartening conditions, Mr. Dent 
cherishes pleasant thoughts of spending his life in a noble profession, and 
among assistants whose memory he recalls with pride. One of the most 
happy periods of Mr. Dent's service was when engaged in arranging and 
cataloguing the Shakespeare Memorial Library. Many leading scholars of 
the day visited the library while it was under Mr. Dent’scare. One of his 
keenest regrets to this day is that he missed the opportunity of a meeting 
with Charles Dickens by but fifteen minutes. He recalled many books 
and manuscripts which were treasures of the library of these early days, 
many of which now unfortunately cease to exist, having perished in the 
disastrous fire of 1879. 

After the usual votes of thanks the meeting terminated. 


LisT OF NEW MEMBERS OF THE MIDLAND BRANCH, JANUARY, 1921 


Members: Miss M. Atherton (Wolverhampton), Miss W. E. Depper 
(Birmingham), Miss G. Dry (Birmingham), J. H. T. W. Gilbert (Birmingham), 
C. L. Hart (Birmingham University), Miss F. M. Hancox (Birmingham), 
Miss E. M. Hemming (Birmingham), Miss D Maddocks (Wolverhampton), 
Miss M. I. Phillips (Birmingham), Miss M. E. Weston (Birmingham), 
Miss V. B. Weston (Birmingham), A. R. Williams (Birmingham). 


Associates: Misses M. G. Baker, P. I. Dovey, E. H. Gregson, 
W. Gwynne, M. Ladbrooke, L. Letherbarrow, R. Luckett, A. A. Macmaster. 
A. Mole, N. Page, E. W. Rogers, J. Rogers, D. M. Warwick, E. Withers and 
H. E. Woodroffe, all of the Birmimgham Public Libraries. 
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YORKSHIRE BRANCH. 





ANNUAL REPORT, 1920. 


Your Committee have pleasure in submitting their Fourteenth Annual 
Report for your approval, and trust that this record of their earnest 
endeavours to discharge their responsibilities indicates in some small way 
the continuance of the activities and policy traditional of the Branch. 
** Something attempted, something done ''—your Committee. therefore, hope 
that they have earned your confidence. 


MEETINGS. 


During the past year Meetings have been held as follows :—January 14th, 
Annual Meeting in Leeds; March 17th, Bradford; June 8th, Batley; 
July 7th, Kildwick; September 30th, Dewsbury; and November 17th, 
Wakefield. The kindly interest of the Chief Librarians and the Chairmen 
of the Library Committees in the respective cities and towns in the work 
of our Association, and their ready co-operation in the arrangement of 
meetings, is graciously acknowledged; and your Committee desire to place 
on record their appreciation of the efforts of all who contributed to the 
undoubted success of those meetings. 


Papers have been read during the year by :— 


Mr. F. Haigh (Halifax) ‘‘ An Attempt to forecast an Educational Control."’ 
Mr. W. Robertshaw (Bradford) ‘‘ The True Value of Bibliographical Study.”’ 
Mr. N. Treliving (Leeds) ‘* The Local Collection : what it should consist of.'’ 
Mr. R. Ineson (Leeds) ‘* Some mistaken points of view."’ 


To these gentlemen your grateful thanks are due for their thoughtful 
and stimulating contributions to the educational side of our work. 


Several matters of outstanding importance have claimed attention during 
the year, the most significant being the increase of the Annual Subscription. 
At the Inaugural Meeting in March last a resolution was passed unanimously, 
calling upon the Council of the Library Assistants’ Association to postpone 
action in this matter, and your Honorary Treasurer and Honorary Secretary 
attended the Annual Meeting of the Library Assistants’ Association in London 
on June 9th-10th, as your delegates, and moved an amendment to the proposed 
increase. Their efforts were unavailing, however ; but at the September 
Meeting of the Branch a vote of confidence in your delegates was passed, 
and it was also resolved to *‘ protest against the proposed increase until such 
time as every branch had definitely placed this matter before its members. 
Your Committee considered the evidence against the proposed increase to 
be thoroughly convincing, hence the strenuous, if unsuccessful, efforts to 
effect a reconsideration of the whole question. As proposals have been 
made recently which vitally affect the whole constitution of the Association, 
your Committee ask your endorsement to a proposal to postpone any further 
action in this matter until the Annual Meeting of the Library Assistants’ 
Association. 

At the June Meeting a resolution was passed—‘' That the Honorary 
Secretary be instructed to ask the Parent Association to take such steps as 
shall be necessary with a view to all professional certificates won by members 
of the Branch being presented at a specially arranged meeting of the Branch, 
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and not posted to members individually.'’ It is a matter for congratulation 
that an idea which emanated originally from this Branch should have been 
approved as practicable by the Council of the Library Association, and, as 
you are aware, the presentation of certificates will now be a feature of 
specially arranged meetings of the Branch. 


MEMBERSHIP. 


We commenced the year with a membership of 76, and 16 new Members 
and Associates have been admitted, and seven lost through resignation, thus 
leaving our total membership at 85, a net gain of nine on the previous year. 
This is distinctly encouraging, particularly as travelling expenses and other 
restrictions still limit the field of our labours. 

With reference to the resignations, it is pleasing to record that in four 
cases these have been necessitated by new appointments, Mr. W. Pollitt 
(Leeds), is now Chief Librarian of Southend-on-Sea; Mr. A. H. Gillgrass 
(Hull), Deputy Chief Librarian of Warrington; and Mr. F. J. Boardman 
(Huddersfield), and Mr. A. E. Sleight (Hull), are now Senior Assistants at 
Cardiff. While regretting the loss of such active and enthusiastic members, 
it is gratifying to note such progress in the profession ; and on behalf of the 
Branch your Committee extend to each their heartiest congratulations and 
wishes for the future. 

FINANCE. 


Your Honorary Treasurer will submit to you his financial statement, 
which shows that our income has exceeded our expenditure by £1 15s. 0d., 
yn total income for the year being £25 18s. Od., and the expenditure being 

(24 3s. Od. 

These, ladies and gentlemen, are brief indications of the ways in which 
your Officers and Committee have endeavoured to discharge their duties, 
and we trust that your confidence and approval of the same will be evinced 
by its unanimous and hearty adoption. 

GEO. W. STROTHER, President. 
R. W. Parsons, Hon. Secretary. 


Resolution adopted at the Annual Meeting of the Yorkshire Branch :— 
‘* That this meeting of the Yorkshire Branch, L.A.A., decides to 
postpone further action in the opposition to the increased subscription 
until the Annual Meeting of the Association, and to rescind such 
portion of the resolution of September 30th as relates to the refusal 
to pay the subscription.’’ 





LIBRARY ASSOCIATION. 


ESSAYS FOR THE PROFESSIONAL EXAMINATION, May, 1921. 


Section 1 (Literary History) The Oxford Movement (Literary). 


ais 2 (Bibliography) Select Bibliography on “‘ British Foreign Relations 
since 1850.'’ Candidates will add a brief note on their 
method of selection. 


ea 3 (Classification) The Classification of the Patent Office (so far as 
published) or 
A comparison and analysis of the classification of Sociology 
in the Dewey, Subject, Cutter and Library of Congress 
Classifications. 
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Section 4 (Cataloguing) On variations in cataloguing practice according to 
the nature and scope of the library to be catalogued. 
- 5 (Library Organization) The probable development of the 
Public Library Service of the Kingdom under the Act of 
1919 ; the possible creation of a unified controlling authority, 
with the eftect—beneficial or disadvantageous—such an 
authority might have. 
ae 6 (Library Routine) School Libraries: their history, organization, 
and management. 
The Special Period in Section I. (Literary History) is 1830 to 1850. 


APPOINTMENTS. 


*Miss MONICA CANT, Birmingham Reference Library, to be librarian, 
Ladies’ College, Cheltenham. 

*E. J. Cooper, senior assistant, Eastbourne, to be senior assistant, 
West Hill Library, Wandsworth. Salary £100, plus £147 13s. 11d. bonus. 

*B. J. B. ECKETT, Birmingham, to be county librarian, Dorset. 
Salary £250. 

*A. H. Gi_uGrass, F.L.A., senior assistant, Hull, to be sub-librarian, 
Warrington. Salary £150, plus Civil Service bonus. 

R. J. Gorpon, F.L.A., chief librarian, Rochdale, to be chief librarian, 
Sheffield. 

*Miss E. W. McINTYRE, Royal Society of Medicine, to be a Branch 
senior assistant, Islington. Salary £193 6s. 8d. (including £33 6s. 8d. 
bonus). 

*Miss M. PEACOCK, senior assistant, Wallasey, to be a Branch senior 
assistant, Islington. Salary £193 6s. 8d. (including £33 6s. 8d. bonus). 


NEW MEMBERS. 


MARJORIE V. BoNnER (Chiswick) ; LiL1aN R. GOODFELLOW (Green- 
wich); E. I. LionEL (Bournemouth); R. N. THomas (Poplar); WILLIAM 
THRELFALL (Chiswick); ISABEL WALSH (Greenwich). 


North-Western Branch: W. E. Jones (Liverpool). 


Yorkshire Branch: Miss I. Haicu, J. R. Rasmuss, Miss M. 
PENNINGTON (all of Bradford); ALBERT TAYLOR, WALTER TAYLOR (both 
of Sheffield). 





THE ABERYSTWYTH SUMMER SCHOOL. 


Through the offices of Mr. Ballinger we are able to circulate with this 
issue preliminary particulars of the fifth Summer School, which it is proposed 
to hold in connection with the University College of Wales, from 8th to 
20th August next. Those who have attended one of the earlier schools will 
not need any words of ours to convince them of the help and value which 
they have been to assistants in all parts of the United Kingdom, both as a 
means of securing professional instruction under the most congenial 
conditions, and of social intercourse and recreation with men and women of 
similar tastes. Any of our readers who have not yet taken part in a Summer 
School have missed much, and would be well advised to make goad the 
omission without delay. The accommodation is strictly limited, and those 
who intend to join the School should send in their names at the earliest 
possible moment. 








"* Member, L.A.A. 





















DUSTLESS ana HYGIENIG LIBRARIES. 











"FLORIGENE 222 


On all Library, Museum, &c., Floors and Linoleums of every description. 





IT 18 IMPORTANT TO NOTE THAT 


One Application of ‘“‘ Florigene" effectively allays the dust and dirt for 2to 12 
months, according to the traffic, not only during each sweeping (without 
sprinkling of any kind), but also ‘throughout all the intervening periods— 
which i is even of greater hyglenlcimportance. 
‘* Florigene " is easily applied saves time and labour. 


These sanitary. labour-saving and economic benefits are not 
attained by sweeping-powders or any other method. 


Send for particulars and Medical Reports to the Sole Manusacturers— 


THE ‘“DUST-ALLAYER” CO., 


NEW ADDRESS :—4, Vernon Place, London, W.C. 
(Between Southampton Row and Bloomsbury Square). 


Centractors to Admiralty, War Office, H.M. Office of Works, 
Colonial Governments, L.C.C., etc. 














The Bedford ‘Binding. 





OUR BINDING for Public Libraries is acknowledged to be 
the best. 


OUR METHOD is NOT one of uniformity of treatment. 


OUR PROCESS for strengthening the broken folds of sections 
is the latest and improved style without over~ 
sewing. 

OUR WORK AND MATERIALS are essentially 
the best. 








THE BEDFORD BINDERY, 


19, CRAWFORD PLACE, EDGWARE ROAD 
LONDON, W. 


1,000,000 vols. BO O be = on every 
in stock conceivable subject 


Second-hand, New & “ Rs New ” Copies at Lowest Prices 
Sent on approval. Catalogues (free) on application. 
Some of our Departments :—Fiction, Technical and Scientific, Commercial, Law 
and Accountancy, Social Reform and Political Science, Archeology and Art, 
Music and Drama, Literature and Encyclopedias, Rare Books and First Editions, 
French, German, Spanish and Italian Books. 
SPECIAL TERMS TO LIBRARIES. BOOKS PURCHASED OR EXCHARGED. 


W.&G. FOYLE, Ltd., 121-125, Charing Cross Road 
LONDON, W.C.2 


Telegrams ; Foylibra, "ox, Lena wD 














The London 
Literary 


Bim, Lounge. 
The Bookshop that appeals to Booklovers. 











The stock comprises all the latest works on SCIENCE, 

TECHNOLOCY, CHEMISTRY, HISTORY and BIOGRAPHY, SPORTS 

and TRAVEL, POETRY and DRAMA, ARTS and CRAFTS, besides 
new fiction and juvenile books. 


You are invited to call and inspect the large variety of volumes 
on the shelves of the Lounge, and need feel no obligation to 
purchase in so doing. 





Important to Librarians. 


A large stock of REMAINDERS AT GREATLY REDUCED PRICES, 

amongst them many important works of Travel, Sport, Natural 

History, Biography, etc. A Catalogue of these will be sent on 
application. 


TRUSLOVE & HANSON, ':°ior st, w. 1 


J (One door from Bond Street), 
LONDON. 


To Librarians and Assistants in Charge. 


We hold one of the largest stocks in the kingdom of Second-hand Fiction and 
JUVENILES (15,000 different titles), and in making our reports we give full 
particulars of the edition and condition of every book offered. 





OUR SPECIALITY— 
**Out of print’ Books at Reasonable Prices. 
PRESTON & Co., Public Library Booksellers 


77, CLAPHAM PARK ROAD, LONDON, S.W 
"Phone No.: Brixton 1542. 

















